[Amalgam. XII. Amalgam removed and patient cured?].
The aim of this article is to present a critical reflection on 'cures of patients' after the removal of dental amalgam fillings, reported in the popular press. It is concluded that, when the removal of dental amalgams in patients with a hypersensitivity to mercury is put aside, possible explanations for these questionable cures are not connected with the removal of amalgam but may involve the functioning of the immune system, the relation between environment and the opinions of patients and the influence of psychological factors on illness and health.